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HOUSE BI LL 1885

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Ronero, Col e, Kenney, Bl al ock, Appel wi ck,
Constantine, Fisher, Poulsen, Tokuda, Sullivan, Butler, D ckerson,
Ander son, Costa and O Brien

Read first time 02/12/97. Referred to Comm ttee on Natural Resources.

AN ACT Relating to the humane trapping of aninmals; anending RCW
77.32.197; adding a new section to chapter 77.16 RCW and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that private property
owners and their tenants need to be able to deal with aninals posing a
nui sance or causing damage to their property and acknow edges that
trapping the animals may be the nost expedi ent nmeans of addressing an
ani mal damage problem The legislature further finds that the
departnment of fish and wildlife my also need to enploy trapping
techniques to renove wildlife that is destroying or injuring property
or when necessary for wldlife managenent or research. However, with
regard to recreational trapping of animals or the trapping of animals
for cormercial gain, the |l egislature finds that trappers shoul d use the
nmost hunmane trapping nethods possible. It is the intent of this
| egislation to ensure that trappers do so.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 77.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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(1)(a) Inorder to ensure that trapping i s conducted as humanel y as
possi bl e, trappers |icensed under chapter 77.32 RCWshal |l not use, set,
pl ace, or maintain | eghold traps, padded | eghol d traps, coni bear traps,
ot her body-gripping traps, or snares. The comm ssion shall adopt rul es
to inplenment this section.

(b) For purposes of this section, "leghold trap”" nmeans a spring-
powered trap, featuring two jaws that clanp shut on an aninmal’s |eg
when the aninmal steps on a weight-sensitive trigger. These traps are
al so knowmn as and include: Steel-jawed traps, foothold traps, |ong-
spring traps, coilspring traps, underspring or junp traps, and guarded
or stop-loss traps.

(c) For the purposes of this section, "conibear" trap nmeans any
coni bear nodel trap or sim |l ar body-gripping trap or device, whether or
not enclosed in or conprising part of a box, tube, or other encl osing
devi ce.

(d) This prohibition on the use of certain types of traps does not
i nclude traps designed primarily to catch mce and rats.

(2) Subsection (1) of this section does not apply in any of the
foll ow ng situations:

(a) If an owner or tenant is trapping an animal on the owner’s
property and the owner or tenant is acting in conpliance with RCW
77.36. 030. The | egislature encourages these persons to use humane
trappi ng nmet hods when possi bl g;

(b) If the departnment is trapping wildlife that is destroying or
injuring property or when the departnment finds such trappi ng necessary
for wldlife managenent or research pursuant to RCW 77.12.240. The
| egi sl ature encourages the departnent to use humane trapping nethods
when possi bl e; and

(c) If the departnment has solicited the assistance of a |icensed
trapper to assist in acconplishing the purposes of (b) of this
subsecti on. Again the |egislature encourages the choice of hunane
trappi ng nmet hods when possi bl e.

Sec. 3. RCW77.32.197 and 1987 ¢ 506 s 82 are each anended to read
as follows:

Persons purchasing a state trapping license for the first tinme
shal | present certification of conpletion of a course of instruction in
saf e, humane, and proper trapping techniques or pass an examnation to
establish that the applicant has the requisite know edge.
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The director shall establish a program for training persons in
trappi ng techni ques and responsi bilities, ((rnreluding)) enphasizingthe
use of trapping devices designed to painlessly capture or instantly
kill. The program shall identify trapping nethods that are in
conpliance with section 2 of this act. The director shall cooperate
wi th national and state animal, humane, hunter education, and trapping
organi zations in the development of a curriculum Upon successf ul
conpl etion of the course, trainees shall receive a trapper’s training
certificate signed by an authorized instructor. This certificate is
evi dence of conpliance with this section.

~-- END ---
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